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Fairbanks to Hudson Bay in 2007 with five
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the trip, he also weaves in thoughts and

Dr. Sturm’s scientific career spans 38 years
and a wide range of geophysics. The central
theme has been snow and its impact: the
physical processes that govern its behavior,
how it is distributed in various landscapes,

questions about the people before him who
explored Alaska’s frontier. Another book,
Apun – The Arctic Snow, is a children’s book
about snow that teachers are able to use in
their classrooms.
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Dr. Sturm is the co-founder of the
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company Snow-Hydro LLC along with

on outreach because he thinks snow is
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“cool” and wants others to see that as
well. Early in his career he did a significant
amount of glacier research in both Alaska
and Antarctica. Recently, he has been
expanding his research into permafrost and
the social-financial implications of snow
and ice.
As an innovator, Dr. Sturm draws from his
deep understanding of Alaska snow and

Dr. Sturm joined the University of Alaska
Fairbanks Geophysical Institute as a
research professor in 2012. Prior to that he
spent 26 years as a scientist with the U.S.
Army Cold Regions Research & Engineering
Laboratory in Alaska.
Dr. Sturm’s extraordinary efforts have
contributed to the worlds’ understanding
of the arctic. His well-rounded approaches
to life and work - scientific, practical,
mechanical, business, social, and adventure
- represent Alaska’s past and sets a
benchmark for future Alaskans. “I came
back to the University of Alaska Fairbanks
in 1981 to study under one of the wonderful
scientists there, Dr. Carl Benson. It would
be hard to imagine a better mentor, and
through him learned not only my science,
but also the importance of mentoring. I
believe that through my mentoring of real
fine graduate students (Ken Tape, Max
Konig, Simon Filhol, Margaret Rudolph,
Charlie Parr) I am continuing this tradition
of ensuring the next generation goes farther
than my generation.”

