
Statewide Academic Council Summary – June 5, 2013 10:00 am – 11:30am 

Present: Dana Thomas, Elisha Baker, Helena Wisniewski, Robert Boeckmann, Saichi Oba, Daniel 
Monteith, Tom Case, Rick Caulfield, Fred Villa 
 

1. Approval of the summary of the 5.16.2013 meeting – Attachment 
 

2. New Program Proposals and Deletions – UAS Associate of Science – coming – will be posted and 
distributed.  New program proposals area quite large; we will use executive summaries only for 
BOR in the future, if they are okay with that.  We will discuss executive summary content at next 
meeting.  UAA is implementing course leaf – an online catalog that should facilitate more 
efficient processes. 
 

3. Move the McDowell graduate survey to every other year?    

see http://www.alaska.edu/studentservices/staff/ua-grad-surveys/UA-Grad-Survey-2012.pdf 

Improve communication with Deans/Dept Chairs/Student Services about the survey.  The president 
would like to see a brief summary of recommendations/actions taken by MAUs presented at the 
September BOR meeting – timing was discussed but September was accepted. 

 

4. Updating credit requirements list for all programs – Attachments – Saichi Oba – note that May-
13 column in each spreadsheet indicates credit increases or decreases between 2011 and May 
2013.  Faculty senates and provosts were asked to scrutinize requests to add requirements that 
increase the credits required for certificate and degree programs beyond the usual guidelines.  It 
was agreed that this issue should be addressed in regular program review process. 
 

5. Review the UA 5-Year CTE plan draft document – Fred Villa – SAC and Community Campus 
directors provided valuable suggested revisions.  This will be submitted to the state and when 
approved it will be distributed.  Tourism and hospitality was not mentioned – UAA has a 
program in this area – however, this is not an emphasis area for the university in terms of a high 
demand job area. 
 

6. Draft motion on UA common placement tests, placement scores, and expiration dates for 
English and Math - Accepted 
 

The Statewide Academic Council (SAC) recommends that the three faculty senates decide upon 
common placement tests, placement scores, and score expiration dates for lower division 
mathematics and English courses across the system.   The faculty senates would be responsible 
for selecting the tests, placement scores and expiration dates and agreeing upon each of these 
areas.  SAC requests that each faculty senate pass a motion supporting this collaborative effort. 
 
MOTION: The _____ Faculty Senate moves to approve the use of common placement tests, 
placement scores, and score expiration dates for lower division math and English courses across 
the UA system.  Each senate will nominate representatives to the faculty alliance  for a math 
statewide task force and a English statewide task force to address the details. 
  
Proposed effective date: August 2015. 

http://www.alaska.edu/studentservices/staff/ua-grad-surveys/UA-Grad-Survey-2012.pdf


 
Rationale:  A high proportion of high school graduates come to UA institutions unprepared for 
collegiate level coursework.  Setting common standards for all UA will facilitate clear 
communication and expectations to future students, their parents, and their teachers and 
school districts.    

 

7. Update from Rick Caulfield on the EED Smarter Balanced Consortium.  Rick described the 
consortium – a collection of western states working on a common K-12 assessment process that 
could include collegiate preparation assessment in the future; could 11th grade assessment be 
used for collegiate placement?  Rick also addressed the trade adjustment grant – UA wide grant 
on FSMI – all MAUs are engaged.     
 

8. Draft motion on minimum baccalaureate admission criteria – TABLED UNTIL JULY SAC MEETING 
– add more detailed numerical support – success of poorly prepared students and refine the 
public perception wording. 
 
The Statewide Academic Council (SAC) recommends that the three faculty senates set a 

minimum baccalaureate admission standard for the UA system.  The faculty senates would be 

jointly responsible for determining what the minimum admission criteria are; a starting point 

straw proposal is given below modeled after UAF’s admission criteria.   

 

MOTION: The _____ Faculty Senate will nominate representatives to a faculty alliance task force 

to develop a common minimum baccalaureate admission standard across the UA system.   

Individual programs and individual institutions may set baccalaureate admission standards 

higher than the minimum but all institutions shall implement at least the minimum standard.  

 

STRAW STARTING POINT FOR DISCUSSION:  For admission to baccalaureate level programs, 

applicants must fulfill either: 

 

Option 1: have a high school diploma*, and pass the 16-credit high school core curriculum with a 

GPA of at least 2.5, and have a cumulative GPA of 3.0. No minimum ACT or SAT score is 

required, OR 

 

Option 2: have a high school diploma*, and pass the 16-credit high school core curriculum with a 

GPA of at least 2.5, and have a cumulative GPA of 2.5, and submit results of the ACT Plus Writing 

(preferred) with a score of 18 or SAT with a score of 1290. 

 

Rationale: UA institutions currently admit students that our historical data indicate do not 

complete baccalaureate degrees; this is an unethical practice.  UA is and will remain an open 

admission institution.  The UA mission includes the community college mission so students who 

apply for admission into a baccalaureate program but are not admitted should be accepted into  

an alternative program, such as a baccalaureate preparation certificate, AA, or AS.  Students in 

the alternative program with baccalaureate goals should be provided with advising and support 



services that give them every opportunity to be successful.  UA should only admit students into 

baccalaureate programs that are prepared to complete those programs.  The historical use of 

pre-major and baccalaureate intended categories should be discontinued because students 

placed into these categories did not universally get the support they needed to be successful.  

UA Institutional Research and Planning will provide support analysis as requested by the task 

force. 

 

This change is intended to have several impacts.  First, this change is intended to clearly 

communicate to future students, their parents, their teachers and school districts, UA standards 

for baccalaureate admission standards.  Second, the U.S. Department of Education often 

currently treats UA institutions as only four-year institutions and the required data reporting 

does not represent UA or Alaska well.  The intended change is intended to more appropriately 

represent UA and Alaska on the national scene.  Third, currently UA has relatively few clear 

pathways from associate programs to baccalaureate programs the way other community college 

– universities do in other states.  This change is intended to encourage the development of such 

pathways and for UA to track students following those paths. 

 

9. Revision to University Regulation 04.06.010 (J) - ACCEPTED 
J. Employees, spouses and dependent children must maintain a 2.0 or better cumulative 
GPA to be eligible for undergraduate education benefits.  Employees, spouses and dependent 
children must maintain a 3.0 or better cumulative GPA to be eligible for graduate level 
education benefits. (delete "Grade" and add "Eligibility") appeals will be reviewed in accordance 
with the procedures for challenges to academic decisions set forth in university regulation and 
MAU rules and procedures.  
Rationale:  The change in wording from "Grade appeal" to "Eligibility appeal" is proposed 
because a grade appeal refers to a process to have a grade changed.  The purpose of this appeal 
is to have eligibility for a benefit reviewed.  An appeals process is important to empower MAUs 
to deal with exceptional cases in assessing eligibility.   
 

10. Roundtable 


