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January 14, 2020 
 
The Honorable Lisa Murkowski   The Honorable Dan Sullivan 
United States Senate     United States Senate 
522 Hart Senate Office Building   302 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510    Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable Don Young 
United States House of Representatives 
2314 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Senator Murkowski, Senator Sullivan and Congressman Young: 
 
On behalf of the Board of Regents, faculty, staff and students of the University of 
Alaska, I want to extend my sincere appreciation for your hard work in securing so 
many of the University of Alaska’s federal priorities during the FY2020 
appropriation process. Last year, we identified over thirty federal program priorities, 
from defense-related Arctic research to support for rural education and our Alaska 
Native communities. Through your collective efforts, we estimate the university will 
see more than $50 million in federal grants, contracts and cooperative agreements 
in support of our mission. 
 
Building on last year’s successful collaboration, our faculty and staff have worked 
to identify high-priority federal programs, and to suggest innovative new 
partnership ideas for FY2021. The programs and initiatives highlighted in the 
attachment seek to address many of the complex challenges facing Alaska and our 
nation. They were assessed on the following principles: mission alignment, 
demonstrated expertise, competitive advantage, growth potential, academic linkage, 
and likelihood of success.  
 
The University of Alaska is committed to excellence in education, research, and 
public service. In delivering on that three-part mission, the Board of Regents is 
focused on increasing educational attainment, advancing economic development, 
providing a highly skilled workforce, growing our world class research, and doing all 
of it in a more cost effective manner. Our FY2021 federal priorities were developed 
in support of these institutional goals. Our research is improving lives, advancing 
knowledge, and solving real-world problems. Research activities have a direct public 
impact and tremendous economic value to Alaska. We are focused on building 
internal capacity and expanding federal research partnerships. 
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I respectfully submit our FY2021 federal priorities for your consideration, and look 
forward to working with you and your staff to craft a strategic approach to 
advancing them. Dustin Bryant, our Director of Federal Relations in Washington, 
D.C. is always available to answer any questions you or your staff may have. And as 
always, please feel free to contact me directly any time. 
 
Thank you for your service and your support of the University of Alaska. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
James R. Johnsen 
President 
 
Enclosure:  
UA FY21 Federal Priorities Addendum 
 
Copy:  Sheri Buretta, Chair, UA Board of Regents 

Michelle Rizk, VP University Relations 
Miles Baker, AVP Government Relations 
Dustin Bryant, Director of Federal Relations 


