
Colang 2016 Workshop Syllabus

Workshop Title:  Pre-Practicum for Hän Athabascan (ISO 639-3 haa), an Athabaskan language of Alaska and Yukon Territory.
Instructor’s name and email:  Dr. Willem J. de Reuse (willemdereuse@my.unt.edu)

Dates and time: Monday,  June  27th  to Thursday,  June  30th, 2016, from 2:15 p.m.  to 3:45 p.m.

Location: TBA

Course materials: Pdfs of the course materials from the Alaska Native Language Archives (ANLA) will be made available at the beginning of this pre-practicum workshop.
Relevant readings regarding Athabaskan fieldwork from Chelliah and de Reuse (2011), Handbook of  Descriptive Linguistic Fieldwork, Springer.
Supplies needed: A laptop, with an internet connection (for easy access to ANLA and documentary linguistic software such as FLEx), and the First Voices Yukon Font installed.  Notebooks and pens, black as well as colored.
Course goals:   An introduction to the field of Athabaskan linguistics.  The basics of Hän orthography, phonetics, phonology, and grammar, with an emphasis on what has already been documented, and where in ANLA all this information can be found, and what still needs to be documented.   Very short introductions to recording technology and language documentation software as relevant to Athabaskan.  Background about the sociolinguistic/political/endangerment situation in Eagle and Dawson City.
Student learning objectives:  Participants will have a satisfactory control of the basics of Hän orthography, phonetics, phonology, and grammar, and where to find information on previous Hän documentation in ANLA.  Since Hän Athabaskan is one of the most endangered indigenous languages of Alaska and Canada, collecting information already gathered by previous fieldworkers would be a waste of precious time, so it is important for participants to hit the ground running in the practicum itself, so all are ready for fairly advanced work with Hän speaker(s) themselves, new for the Hän speaker (s), useful to the community, and archivable at ANLA.
Instructional methods: Lectures mostly; a bit of hands on practice with recording equipment and documentation software, with particular attention to issues related to Athabaskan.  Group discussions regarding these issues.
Evaluation:  Workshops will be Pass/Fail.  Full attendance is required for a pass in any workshop.  On the basis of their knowledge of Athabaskan and Hän linguistics, supplemented by information in the existing documentation available at ANLA, participants will write a short targeted elicitation protocol (ca. 5 pages, double spaced) due on the last day of the workshop.  The resulting protocols will be evaluated by the instructor as to appropriateness, feasibility, and linguistic sophistication.  If approved by the instructor, these elicitation protocols will be used in the practicum. 
Disabilities services:  “The Office of Disability Services implements the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and insures that UAF students have equal access to the campus and course materials.  The instructor will work with the Office of Disabilities Services (208 WHIT, 474-5655) to provide reasonable accommodation to students with disabilities.”
