




 
BRIEF STATEMENT OF PROPOSED PROGRAM 

Paramedicine AAS 

 

Program Goals 

 

1.  Brief identification of objectives and subsequent means for their evaluation 
 

This program is currently offered as a concentration (“Emergency Medical Services”) within the 

Emergency Services AAS degree program (which also encompasses fire science options).  However, 
there is little overlap in the degree requirements for student firefighters and student paramedics, and the 

options already operate separately in terms of faculty, admissions process, student advising, and other 

matters.   The main reason for the request to establish a separate degree program is that a significant 
number of students want to pursue both a fire science AAS and a paramedicine AAS.  Normal academic 

rules do not permit the award of two options within one degree, so currently UAF must make special 

exceptions to allow these students to graduate. 

 
The Mission Statement of the Paramedic Program is to educate paramedic students to be competent 

entry-level paramedics. The program strives to produce paramedics with outstanding clinical abilities 

who will be prepared to enter the health professions workforce and be eligible for National 
certification and an Alaska paramedic license. 

 

To reach the goal of the mission statement the following objectives will be met by the paramedic 

students at the end of this educational program: 
 

Cognitive Domain: Upon completion of the program students will demonstrate the ability to 

comprehend, apply and evaluate clinical information to their role as paramedics. (Assessments: exam, 
quiz and class assignment scores) 

 

Psychomotor  Domain: Upon  completion  of  the  program  the  student  will  demonstrate  the 
technical proficiency in all skills necessary to fulfill their role as a paramedic. (Assessments: skill 

sheets, preceptor evaluations (including evaluation of run reports) review of clinical logs) 

 

Affective Domain: Upon completion of the program the student will demonstrate personal behaviors 
consistent with professional and employer  expectations  for  a  paramedic. (Assessments: professional 

behavior assessment, preceptor evaluations) 

 
2. Relationship of program objectives to purposes of the University 

 

The University has a long-standing interest in educating individuals to meet workforce needs in Alaska.  
Paramedics work for fire departments, hospitals, flight services and other entities engaged in emergency 

medicine.   Further, the Strategic Plan 2010 seeks to increase participation in experiential learning.  

The proposed Emergency Medical Services AAS includes experiential learning in each of the 

practicum courses   a total of 36 credit hours. The proposed AAS is also related to objectives in UAF 
Vision 2017, including: 

 Emphasize development of career and employability skills throughout UAF curriculum with 

active involvement of potential employers. 

 Identify career pathways and clusters appropriate to all UAF programs, consistent with U.S. 

Department of Labor categories. 

 Ensure basic competencies of all UAF students in communication, computation and critical 

thinking. 



 

In addition, the proposed AAS is part of a career ladder that begins with tech-prep courses in high 
school (including a health careers track at Hutchison High School) and continues with the paramedic 

academy, the AAS in Paramedicine, and the Bachelor's of Emergency Management. 

 

3. Occupational and other competencies to be achieved 
 

Fulfill didactic and clinical competency requirements for students to sit for national paramedic exam and 

become licensed paramedics 
 

Ensure basic competencies of all UAF students in communication, computation and critical thinking. 

 
4. Demand for the program and its graduates 

 

Under its current name (Emergency Medical Services option under the Emergency Services AAS 

degree) the program enrolls its maximum cohort of 12-13 new students each year, and has a total 
headcount of 25 students.   Enrollment is limited by available facilities, equipment, and faculty.  The 

EMS option has special admission requirements (see below) and only well-qualified students are 

admitted.  
 

The program is currently nationally accredited through the Commission on Accreditation of Allied 

Health Education Programs. Following successful completion of the program’s required course work, 
students are eligible to take the National Registry Examination for certification as a paramedic.  Once 

nationally certified, the student is eligible to apply for licensure as a paramedic in the State of Alaska.  

Entry level positions for paramedics are in an ambulance within a 911 emergency response system or in 

a non-emergency transport service. Paramedics may also be found working in doctors’ offices, urgent 
care clinics, hospital emergency rooms, intensive care units, laboratories, aero medical transport services, 

and safety departments in corporate or industrial settings.  According to the Alaska Department of Labor 

and Workforce Development Occupational Table (September 2010), robust growth (more than 21% 
increase) is projected for Paramedic and Emergency Medical Technician positions over the next decade.   

The 2009 Alaska Health Workforce Vacancy Study indicated a 44% vacancy rate for paramedic 

occupations statewide. 
 
 

Proposed Catalog Layout: 
 
Paramedicine 

 

College of Rural and Community Development 
Community and Technical College 

 

907-455-2853 

www.etc.uaf.edu/programs/emergency/ 
 

A.A.S. Degree 

 
Minimum Requirements for Degree: 69 - 73 credits 

 

The UAF Paramedicine program offers students excellent didactic instruction, clinical experiences, 
state of the art simulation labs, and practical vocational experience for the student seeking to become a 

paramedic. Upon completion of the program, the paramedic graduate will demonstrate competency 

http://www.etc.uaf.edu/programs/emergency/


in the following terminal objectives: 

 
1. Be able to safely manage the scene of an emergency. 

2. Apply the basic concepts of development, pathophysiology and pharmacology to assessment 

and management of emergency patients. 

3. Establish and/or maintain a patent airway, oxygenate and ventilate a patient. 
4. Integrate pathophysiological principles and assessment findings to formulate a field impression 

and implement a treat plan for: 

 the trauma patient 

 the medical patient 

 neonatal, pediatric, and geriatric patients, diverse patients, and chronically ill patients 

 patients with common complaints 

5. Take a proper history and perform a comprehensive physical exam on any patient, and 
communicate the findings to others. 

6. Be able to properly administer medications. 

7. Be able to communicate effectively with patients. 
8. Complete a comprehensive paramedic examination with a minimum score of 80%. 

 

At the completion of the paramedic course, students are able to participate in the national paramedic 

exam. After receiving their national certification, students  can apply for their paramedic license 
through the Alaska State Medical Board. 

 

Special admission requirements include: 
 

The applicant completes an application prior to being admitted into the paramedic course. The 

applications are  reviewed by  the  program's  medical director  and advisory  board. This application 
process ensures the applicants selected do not have a background of criminal activity which would 

inhibit them from being licensed in the state. 

 

Other special requirements are: 

 Current EMT-basic certification: EMS 170, "Emergency Medical Technician 1."  

 Complete HLTH 114, ''Fundamentals of Anatomy and Physiology." 

 

Major-- A.A.S. Degree 

Paramedicine 
 

1.  Complete the general university requirements. 

2.  Complete the A.A.S. degree requirements. 
3.  Complete the following program (major) requirements:* 

EMS F170--EMT: Emergency Medical Technician 1--6 credits 

EMS F181--Clinical Rotation 1--4 credits  

EMS F183--Clinical Rotation 11--4 credits  
EMS F280--Paramedicine 1--12 credits  

EMS F282--Paramedicine 11--12 credits 

EMS F283--Paramedic lnternship--12 credits 
HLTH F114--Fundamentals of Anatomy and Physiology (4) 

   or BIOL F111X and F112X--8 credits 

4.   Minimum  credits  required: 69 -73 credits 

 
*Student must earn a C (2.0) grade or better in each course. 



Budget Resource Commitment Form 
 
 

Resources Existing New Total 

 College/School College/School Others (Specify)  

Regular Faculty 

(FTE's & dollars) 

1.5 FTE 

$159,808 

0  1.5FTE 

$159,808 

Adjunct Faculty 

(FTE's & dollars) 
1.82 FTE 

$53,286 

0  1.82 FTE 

$53,286 

Program Assistants 
(Headcount) 

6 0  6 

Instructional 

Facilities 

(in do11ars and/or 

sq. footage) 

1,640 sq. ft. 0  1,640 sq. ft. 

Office Space 

(Sq. footage) 
771 sq. ft. 0  771 sq. ft. 

Lab Space 

(Sq. Footage) 

843 sq. ft. 0  843 sq. ft. 

Computer & 

Networking 

(in dollars) 

$12,320 0  $12,320 

Research/ 

Instructional/ 

office Equipment 

(in dollars) 

$49,000 0  $49,000 

Support Staff 

(in dollars) 

$39,942 0  $39,942 

Supplies 

(in dollars) 

$38,435 0  $38,435 

Travel 

(in dollars) 

$6,565 0  $6,565 



 
 

 

The UAF Faculty Senate passed the following at Meeting #174 on April 4, 2011:  

MOTION: The UAF Faculty Senate moves to approve the A.A.S. in Paramedicine. 

EFFECTIVE:  Fall 2012 

Upon Board of Regents approval. 

 
RATIONALE:  See the full program proposal, #38-UNP from the Fall 2010 

 review cycle, on file in the Governance Office, 312B Signers' 

 Hall. 

 
Requires 69-73 credits comprised of A.A.S. degree requirements, and 6 

credits for Emergency Medical Technician, 8 credits in Clinical Rotation, 

24 credits in Paramedicine, 12 credits in Paramedic Internship, and 8 

credits in Anatomy and Physiology and/or Biology core courses. 
 

 
 

************

******* 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DATE:  Apr i l  4 ,  2011  
 
 
 
 

DISAPPROVED:     ____________          DATE:   ____________ 
    Chancellor’s Office  
 

 




